It is hoped this will enable more Members to take part and enjoy some interesting and informative talks.
Provisional programme (subject to change)
09.30-10.00
10.00-10.45
10.45-11.00
11.00-11.30
11.30-12.30
12.30-13.45
13.45-14.30

REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS
Welcome and AGM — Valerie Sanders
Paul Newton-Taylor Award and
Pen & Sword Competition result
Setting The New Poor Law in context —
Dr Carol Beardmore
How grim was life in the post-1834
workhouse? — Professor Steve King
LUNCH

14.35-15.20

15.25-15.55

16.00

‘You cannot know the miseries of
Welsh guardians who won’t build a
workhouse’: opposition to the New
Poor Law in Wales — Dr Frances
Richardson
Treatment of the Poor in Urban and
Rural areas of the North-East of
England — Dr Christine Seal
CLOSING REMARKS — Valerie Sanders

Out relief in a York parish — a
presentation based on the research of
the Clements Hall History Group led by
Dick Hunter

VENUE
The Premier Inn Fosse Park
Braunstone Lane East
Leicester LE3 2FW
COST
£20.00 to include refreshments and a buffet lunch
£5 for online attendance

BOOKING
http://www.fachrs.com/Shop/Shop.html
or via our Treasurer:
FACHRS Treasurer
255 Willington Road
Kirton End, Royston
Lincolnshire PE20 1NW

There is free parking on site and some of the Committee members who attend will be staying at this venue.
We hope that members also staying overnight or living locally will join the Committee for dinner on
Friday and/or Saturday. On booking your conference ticket, please state whether you will be coming along to
the meals.
Please book direct with Premier Inns if you wish to stay and remember to check out the ‘Meal Deal’ on
booking.
The FACHRS Bookstall will be present at the Conference with the opportunity for delegates to purchase
new and second-hand books from a wide variety of history-related subjects.
As yet we have not confirmed a Sunday morning event. If and when this happens there will be no extra
charge and members will be kept informed via an e-Bulletin, so don’t forget to open and read these when you
receive one.
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An added bonus - we hope to be able to live stream the AGM and conference as well. If this does not work out, we will
record all the talks and upload these for you all to enjoy. Further details will be distributed for you to either take part
virtually or where to find the talks online nearer the date.
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As we were unable to hold our conference this year, you will not miss out as we have arranged with all our speakers to
hold the same programme in 2021.
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The Poor Law Amendment Act 1834
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‘The Starvation Act’?
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2021 CONFERENCE LEICESTER
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all attract his attention. So do the performers on the legal stage, ranging from the ‘high-handed’ Thomas Becket, who in a
‘tantrum’ excommunicated his King (Henry II, who in Potter’s view was nevertheless the ‘creator’ of the common law), to that
‘bad tempered old curmudgeon’, Sir Edward Coke, from the irrepressible John Lilburne, ‘the most public and persistent habeas
corpus litigant of any age’, to Henry Brougham, ‘the old drum-major of the army of liberty’, from Oscar Wilde, who suffered
from the ‘arbitrary and unjust, and all too often ludicrous’, Obscene Publications Act 1857, to Norman Birkett, who played a
vital role in establishing the principle that ‘nations were subject to international law’ at the Nuremberg trials.
The book ends with a discussion of modern legislation, and of the threat to liberty posed by over-reaction to terrorism and
national emergencies. Potter accuses politicians of listening to ‘tabloid hysteria’ and enacting excessive legislation, thus
creating ‘legislative diarrhoea’, that ‘threatens to overwhelm the legal system’ and also threatens English liberties. It is a pity
that he wrote this book before the Windrush scandal erupted; it would have provided another interesting case study for him
to examine.
Harry Potter has a way with words (the word ‘magic’ springs to mind), which make his books impossible to put down. He tells
us, for example, that the Norman conquerors ‘developed a distaste for being ambushed and killed’, which led them to impose
penalties on English communities when murders took place. His words are backed up with impeccable scholarship. I
sometimes wanted to learn more, for example, about the merger of the old central courts and the creation of the Supreme
Court of Judicature in 1873. But that is a mere detail in the wide sweep of this book. If you need a good introduction to legal
history (all students of English history do), then read this book.
Stuart A. Raymond

The Lost Queen: The life and tragedy of the Prince Regent’s daughter
Anne Stott
Pub: Pen & Sword
Price: £25.00
ISBN: 978 1526736437

Although aware of Princess Charlotte, I was unaware of the tragic short life she lead. This
book takes the reader through all the stages of her twenty-one years in the most heartwrenching details.
As heiress presumptive to the British throne she obviously had to be kept safe, but with
warring parents pulling her in separate directions and many unsuitable staff around her she
had a very lonely and almost captive upbringing. When she did find a friendly attendee the
rather bitter Prince Regent (latterly George IV, her father) found ways to remove them from
her presence, leaving the princess both lonely and alone. This is the atmosphere in which she grew up, with no friends to
speak of and not allowed to attend functions. The King — George III, her grandfather — insisted, as the head of the family, that
he was in charge of her upbringing, whilst her parents, even though living separate lives still continued to pull her from pillar
to post. She was eventually forbidden any contact with her mother, which caused her a great deal more stress in an already
very stressful life. When a marriage was arranged for her, she refused to go ahead insisting that she would only marry whom
she decided upon. She eventually made up her mind and married Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld and found
happiness at last. However, this only lasted from the proposal of marriage in late October 1815 (they married on 2 May 1816)
until her death, five and a half hours after the birth of her baby (a son who was stillborn) on 6 November 1817. To say this
was a disfunctional family is putting it lightly!
This book is very readable and I found it hard to put down. It is written in such an easy style, which belies the fact that an
inordinate amount of research has gone into it so that the whole of Charlotte’s life is laid out before the reader with not only
details from personal letters but also intricate explanations of events and people around her. There are almost forty pages of
notes to accompany the text and a Bibliography and Index. Helpfully, there are also family trees to help the reader place all
the players within the Royal family.
I cannot but praise this book enough for the compelling way in which it is written and the details contained within it. If you
are unaware of the intricacies of Charlotte’s upbringing and tragically short life, then this really is the book to read.
Angela Blaydon
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